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Fig. 1. (A) A slightly raised, linear, 
black eruption on the neck. (B) The 
black line was easily removed by 
making a shallow incision on the 
skin, and it was demonstrated to be 
a hair shaft. (C) The extracted hair 
shaft, measuring approximately 7 
cm. 
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Dear Editor:
Cutaneous pili migrans is a rare skin condition in which a 
hair shaft or fragment is embedded in the superficial skin. 
It is characterized by a creeping eruption with black-line 
like hair mimicking cutaneous larva migrans1. Removal of 
the black hair shaft heals the lesion completely2,3. Herein, 
we report a case of cutaneous pili migrans with the 
clinical and histopathological findings.
A 46-year-old Korean man presented with a 3-week his-

tory of asymptomatic linear eruption along the crease of 
the neck. A thin black, thread-like line resembling a hair 
shaft was embedded below the epidermis. He had no 
suspicious history such as trauma. A punch biopsy was 
taken from the edge of the eruption, and a small incision 
was made at the other end. The black line was easily 
extracted, and it was found to be a hair shaft (Fig. 1). Hist-
opathological examination revealed a cross-sectioned hair 
fragment in a tiny empty space in the superficial dermis 
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Fig. 2. Histopathologic finding shows a cross-sectioned hair frag-
ment in a tiny empty space in the superficial dermis (H&E, 
×100).

(Fig. 2). A diagnosis of cutaneous pili migrans was made. 
After the burrowing hair shaft was removed, the eruption 
diminished immediately. At 4 months after the procedure, 
the patient recovered without any signs of recurrence. 
Since 1957, 26 cases of cutaneous pili migrans have been 
described by using various terms such as burrowing hair, 
creeping hair, migrating hair, embedded hair, and bristle 
migrans1-4. Various locations have been reported, inclu-
ding the ankle, sole, toe, breast, cheek, neck, jaw, and ab-
domen. Although the etiology of the condition remains 
unclear, it is possibly an acquired condition because no 
hair follicles have been reported in all the reported cases. 
In the present case, only a hair shaft or a fragment was 
noted without any hair follicles. This is thought to be 
attributed to the hair shaft penetrating the epidermis 
owing to friction3. Franbourg et al.5 reported that Asian 

hair has high tensile strength and the largest cross-sec-
tional area compared with that of all other ethnic groups. 
This may explain why most of the cases were reported 
from East Asian countries. It is important to distinguish 
between cutaneous pili migrans and cutaneous larva 
migrans because the two conditions closely resemble each 
other. Cutaneous pili migrans tends to move in a linear 
fashion in only one direction. Cutaneous larva migrans 
can move in any direction and generally results in more 
serpinginous or tortuous tracts. Furthermore, lesions in 
cutaneous larva migrans are extremely itchy, whereas 
those in cutaneous pili migrans may be either asympto-
matic or painful2. Therefore, it is necessary to recognize 
cutaneous pili migrans from other creeping eruptions via 
close examination.
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